[Recent advances in the nutritional management of pediatric surgical patients].
The prognosis of pediatric surgical patients is significantly improved by perioperative nutritional support. However, the morbidity and mortality rates from intestinal failure, including short gut syndrome and allied disorders of Hirschsprung's disease, remain high. Recent advance in nutrition support focus on the management of intestinal failure. A central venous catheter is commonly used for long-term total parenteral nutrition (TPN) in intestinal failure, although the incidence of catheter-related complications is still high. A nutrition support team approach might reduce such complications, with the exception of deep vein thrombosis, which is another serious problem in intestinal failure after long-term TPN on which more research is needed. A other serious complication in long-term TPN is liver dysfunction. It is postulated that bacterial translocation plays an important role in TPN-associated liver damage, although so far without evidence. Both cyclic TPN and enteral feeding are known to be effective in preventing liver damage. Since we are now familiar with methods of nutritional support little attention is paid to complications. Therefore nutritional management should be reevaluated from this standpoint.